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International Harvest Supper 

Sunday 1 October 

4.30-7pm 

West Oxford Community Centre 

Main Course & Drinks Provided 

Bring a Pudding to Share !  

Circle Dancing 

Free Entry 
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WOMB  TS 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION! 

 
MANY thanks to all of you who submitted photographs for the West Oxford poster.  There is still 
room for more contributions, and if you already sent in 10 photographs, but have some more up 
your sleeve, we will accept additional shots.  Don't forget modern buildings, as well as old ones, 
and some more interesting doorway shots would be most welcome.  And we didn't receive a single 
photograph of the lock house! 
 
Send 7x5 in prints to 'The Poster Committee', by post or through the letter box to the West Oxford 
Community Centre, Botley Rd, OX2 0BT before 5pm on Friday 2 October.  You must include the 
following information: your name, date of birth (or age), address, phone number, and email 
address (if you have one), as well as a clear description of the location of the subject/s (i.e. street 
name and number or similar) and a note about the original format of the photograph.  If you can 
include a digital version on a clearly labeled CD, that would be helpful, but is not necessary.  If you 
wish the print/s and CDs to be returned to you, you must also include a self-addressed envelope.  
The photographs must be taken of West Oxford by people who live in West Oxford.  They 
can be details or views, natural or constructed, but they cannot contain ANY images of people and 
the must be visible from a public space (i.e. no views of private gardens or interiors, although 
public interiors, such as shops or churches, will be fine).  Please remember, NO people at all in the 
photos.  For the purposes of this competition, West Oxford is defined as lying between the Railway 
Bridge over the Botley Rd to the east; the railway bridge over the Thames to the south east;  the 
stone bridge to North Hinksey to the south; the twinning sign on the Botley Rd to the west; the 
treacle well in Binsey Village to the north west; the rainbow bridge at Port Meadow to the north; 
and the railway bridge over the canal to the north east.  Although you can submit photographs from 
your collection, they must present West Oxford as it looks in 2006, not historically. 
The panel's decisions are final.  Judges will not be permitted to vote on photographs submitted by 
themselves or by members of their families.  Photographers' names will not be able to be included 
on the poster, although we may produce a separate information sheet with photographers' names.  
Submission of photographs to the panel constitutes agreement for your photo to be published on 
the poster.  The poster designers reserve the right to crop or edit photographs. 
Posters will be sold through the Community Association and will (if all goes according to 
plan) appear in time for Christmas 2006. 
 

West Oxford News Archive is going digital ... with your help 
Martin Rush has discovered an attic -full of early copies of the first (?) series of the West Oxford News 
newsletter (1975 onwards).   We are scanning these so that they will can be made available to 
everyone eventually, on CD or via the WOCA website. 
BUT our collection of West Oxford News (WON) is incomplete - in particular we need issues 
18-25 and any issue above number 40. 
Can you help? Have you got any of these issue we can borrow for a day or two?  Copies will be 
photocopied and returned to you promptly. Contact Martin Rush 725842 or emailmartin@oxdoc.co.uk. 
More details of the archive project and the issues we need on the WOCA website, Local History page: 
www.woca.org.uk/wolhg.html. 
 

It is not too late to send comments about the proposed Aldi supermarket for the site next to 
Toys R Us.  If you have a view, for example, about the effect on local shops, on traffic, on 
pollution, on the change of use to food retailing, or any other aspect of this proposal, write to the 
Planning Department at Ramsay House in Oxford or email planning@oxford.gov.uk and cite 
planning application no: 06/ 01608/ FUL. 
 

I have one spare discounted copy (£3.50) of How to Store your Garden Produce.  If you would like it (and 
what else are you going to do with all the veg you've got at the moment?), email: newsletter@woca.org.uk, 
or leave your name and address in an envelope at the Community Centre for the attention of Athene Reiss  
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Sir Roger Bannister starts the West 
Oxford Mile at the Fun Day (15 July 2006) 

What a privilege for West Oxford!!! 

The next FUN event at the West Oxford 
Community Centre will be the annual 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday 31 October 
 

Pre-schoolers: 4.00pm – 5.30pm 
 

Five and over: 6.00pm - 7.30pm 
 

Competitions for Fancy Dress & Best Pumpkin 
 

Tickets must be bought in advance. 
All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 

Tickets £3.00 
Adults and any children under 2 are free. 

 

Contact Lois on 203550 or call in at 31 Harley Rd. 

 

West Oxford Academy  
Starting Tuesday 17 October 2006 at 8pm 
A new all-ability, non-selective Academy is being launched at the West Oxford 
Community Centre.  It's open  to everyone - there are no tuition fees so you won't 
need to take out a student loan.  The Academy will meet for 8 evening sessions per 
term.  Each session will consist of a 10 minute lecture (given by a different local 

resident each week), followed by questions and informal discussion over a glass of wine.  The 
whole thing will only last an hour.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn about a wide range of 
topics and meet new people.  The schedule so far: 
 17 October - The Origin of Academies in Ancient Greece  
 24 October - Architecture and Urban Change in West Oxford 
 31 October - Beowulf  
 7 November - Sustainable Energy  
 14 November - Topic to be confirmed 
 21 November - Topic to be confirmed 
 28 November - Topic to be confirmed 
 5 December - Topic to be confirmed 
Other subjects will include The Bodyline Cricket Tour to Australia, Urban Architecture in West 
Oxford, and the Genome and Disease.  
Posters will appear around West Oxford with a full programme or see the Community Centre web 
site (http://www.woca.org.uk/) for more details. 
 

West Oxford Local History Talks 
Malcolm Graham on the History of St Frideswide's church - Thursday 28 September 7 pm. 
Malcolm is Head of Oxfordshire Studies at the county council and has written a short history of St 
Frideswides church. This talk will take place in St Frideswide 's church. 
The history of the GWR Staff Association Club - and of the railway workers of our area - 
Monday 27 November 7.30 pm.  The Railway Club has been a social centre for many people in 
the West Oxford area for decades and the meeting will take place in the club itself, tucked 
away in the lane behind the Westgate Hotel. 
If you have memories or photographs to share, please bring them along. It would be helpful if you 
could contact Susanna Pressel (554001) beforehand or if you would like transport to the meeting. 
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Russia comes to West Oxford! 
West Oxford Community Centre Monday 27th November 7.30pm  
Russian (and Irish) Evening with Yarmarka, on tour in Oxford from Perm, our twin town in Central Russia, 
and the Doyle Academy of Irish Dancing, just back from their tour of Perm. Tickets only £2.00. Bar. Please 
phone 245761 to make a reservation. Hurry, only 80 seats available. Dancing starts 7.30pm with the Doyle 
Academy followed by a performance and dance workshop from Yarmarka. 
 

 

Christmas Crackers 
An afternoon of fun for everyone 

Sunday 10 December 4pm to 6pm at the West Oxford Community Centre 
 

Can you make people laugh, play an instrument, juggle oranges or 
rub your tummy whilst patting your head? 

 
Whatever your particular talent, come and entertain us at the second annual Christmas Crackers. 
You can enter on your own, with your friends, as an organisation or as a family group. 
If you want to come and watch - just turn up on the day. 
 

Free entry    Everybody welcome.    Refreshments available. 
 

If you’d like to take part ring Lois Muddiman on 203550 to book your slot. 
If you need help with transport, ring Marelyn or Richard at the Community Centre (245761). 

 

New activities at the Community Centre include: Matrix Basketball, Wednesdays 4-6pm (contact 
Robert Evans 07786627588); Actors Anonymous , Mondays 8 -10pm; Meditation, Mondays from 
9/10/06,  8.15-10.15pm. 
Restarting activities include: Family Yoga (16 Sept., 14 Oct., 11 Nov., 9 Dec), 10.30am-11.30am 
£3 per person; Qi - Gong (30 Sept, 21 Oct, 25 Nov), 10 am -1pm; Portrait Class, Tuesdays 
1.30pm - 3.30pm, beginners welcome, contact West Oxford Community Centre (245761) to book. 
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West Oxford Community Primary School 
West Oxford Primary School ended the academic year by 
gaining not just one but two awards!  
We were very pleased to have passed the Healthy Schools 
Award assessment with flying colours, in recognition of our 

focus over the last year on supporting the children, their families and our 
staff in being healthy.  Among the many improvements we are very pleased to be 
now offering much more home cooking in our lunch menu produced by our talented 
new cook, Ruth Lyster. 
We were especially proud to be the first city Primary School to gain the 
Inclusion Quality Award for our provision of high quality education for 
all  our children, whatever their ability. The Lord Mayor will be 
presenting us with the award this term. 
We are also looking forward to being able to offer the chance to our 
reception children to attend 'Forest School' for half a day every fortnight from 
November.  If anyone has any spare children's raincoats, wellies, gloves or 
hats, that would help us in this project to give children the opportunity to 
learn about the outdoor world.  Please bring them into the school on the Ferry 
Hinksey Road if you can. 
This term we welcome all friends of West Oxford to our Harvest Assembly 
on Friday October 6th at 9.15 a.m., to our family learning event, Happy 
Families, on Saturday 14th October from 2-4 p.m. and to our Eid 
celebration on Tuesday 7th November in the afternoon.  

Christmas Bazaar 
Sat 2 December 2006 11am – 1.30pm  

To find out more, please ring 248862 or email: headteacher.2533@west-oxford.oxon.sch.uk or see 
our new website: http://west-oxford.oxon.digitalbrain.com. 
 

West Oxford Waste-Watchers (WOWW) 
WOWW will be meeting on Tuesday 3rd October at 8pm in the community centre cafe to discuss 
activities for 2006/07. All are welcome to attend and contribute ideas. There will be a litter pick 
over the next few weeks - so watch out for publicity on that - and we will be holding one of our 
famous Bring & Take mornings on Saturday 4 November in the Community Centre hall.  Your 
unwanted bric-a-brac, books, toys, clothing etc will be highly desirable to someone else, so hold on 
to it until then, bring it along and find something you've always wanted too. 
 

St Frideswide's Church (Church of England) 
Parish Priest: Father Russell Dewhurst, phone 242680 
Our main Sunday parish mass is at 10.30am every week. There will be  
Godly Play time for ages 2-11 during the service on: 10 & 24 Sept, 8 Oct, 12 
& 26 Nov, & 10 Dec. All are very welcome to attend. 
Thursday 19 October is St Frideswide's Day. There will be a special  

Eucharist at 7.30pm, with Hertford College Choir singing the mass.  The preacher will be Fr 
Ian Thompson, Dean of King's College, Cambridge. 
BINSEY: 3.30pm Evensong at St Margaret's Church, Binsey, happens every week until 22 October 
when we stop for the winter.  
  

Friends of West Oxford Community Primary School present the Oxfordshire Touring 
Theatre Company performance of: The Firebird on Tuesday 5 December at 7.30pm. 
The story is a new play for family audiences based on the classic Russian folk tale about a poor 
boy, a captive princess, an evil magician, a talking wolf and the fabled, fantastic bird of flame. 
Free entry, but TURN UP EARLY if you want to be sure of a seat - they will go quickly (doors open 
at 7pm).  Donations accepted. 
 

There will be a sponsored coach trip to see the Oxford Street lights in London for the over 50s 
on 14 December!  Contact the Community Centre (245761) for details. 
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Do you like choral singing?  Would you like to give it a try? 
 Then come along and see whether you might like to join us. 
 NO auditions.  NO great expectations.  Interest and keenness should be enough. 
 PROVEN HEALTH BENEFITS! 
Cumnor Choral Society draws most of its members from Botley and Cumnor, and gives 
two concerts per year, at Christmas and Easter, usually in St. Peter and Paul Church, 

Botley (although we hope we shall be able to sing also at St. Frideswide's; we sang there about three years 
ago, when we formed a choir for an Easter event.).  We sing the traditional repertoire of choral societies, 
such as Handel's Messiah, Haydn's Creation, and 4-part carols, motets and anthems.  We are about 40 
strong, and have been going since 1958.  This coming term we shall be singing Handel's "Messiah", perhaps 
the best known of all choral works, and one best suited to those with limited experience, or with only basic 
musical knowledge, and some 4-part Christmas Carols.  We rehearse on Fridays at 7.30 pm at Oxford 
Brookes Westminster Campus at the top of Harcourt Hill, North Hinksey. 
We are very keen to increase our numbers, and we think there must be people in West Oxford who 
would enjoy singing with us.   Further information from Michael Day (michael.day@oxford-gr.co.uk; 
248156).   WE SHOULD BE DELIGHTED TO HEAR FROM YOU. 

 
Are you hoping to recycle more? Do you have questions about the  new plan?  
Here are (edited) answers from the City Council to questions concerning 
residents; for more, see: http://www.oxford.gov.uk/utilities/faqs.cfm/faqcat/45 
How will you stop wheelie bins cluttering up pavements?  We will not issue 
wheelie bins to homes with no space to store them. 
How do I remember what material goes in which container?  All containers will 
be clearly marked with the materials that should be put in them. 
I am unable to manage a box physically. What alternative is there?  We will 

continuing to offer our Assisted Collection Service to help people who might struggle. 
What happens on public holidays?  Special arrangements will be made for public holiday 
collections, to ensure that householders generally do not have to wait more than the normal two 
weeks between collections. 
Must I have a wheelie bin, as I produce very little waste?  We understand that wheelie bins will 
not be appropriate for every resident, and we intend to provide smaller bins or sacks for those 
householders who cannot accommodate a standard 240L bin.  When your area is due for 
changeover, you will be sent a leaflet advising you of the details and asking you to tell us about 
any problems you may have, and we will contact you to talk through your situation. 

 
Oxford City Councillor Colin 
Cook (12 Riverside Road, OX2 
0HU; 721844 (H); 285770 (W); 
cllrccook@oxford.gov.uk) 
 
 
Oxford City Councillor 
Susanna Pressel (7 Rawlinson 
Road, OX2 6UE; 554001; 
cllrspressel@oxford.gov.uk)  

Oxfordshire County 
Councillor Sushila Dhall (38A 
Walton Crescent, OX1 2JQ; 
553415; sushila@ecosse.net)  
 
 

Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Alan Armitage (92 Southmoor 
Road, OX2 6RB;516115 and 
07799-892385; 
oxford92@aol.com)

 

For more information about Community Centre activities, e-mail woxford@oxford.gov.uk or ring 
245761 or stop by the Community Centre on the Botley Road. 
Grants for community projects are available from the Community Association.  Application forms 
are available in the Centre office or on www.woca.org.uk.  We WANT to support you, let us know 
how we can help.  The only absolute requirement is that grants must benefit local residents. 
Committee Members: Lois Muddiman, Julie Smith, Jim McMahon, Miranda Miller, Martin Rush, Athene 
Reiss, Roy Hoare, Stephen Stuart, Vicky Hirsch, Rebecca Huxley, Ian King, Justin French, Ruth Stavris. 
 

Contributions for the December issue of this newsletter can be left at the Community Centre (marked for the 
attention of Athene Reiss) or e-mailed to newsletter@woca.org.uk by 15 November. If you would like local 
information to appear on the Community Centre website, please send it to webmaster@woca.org.uk. 
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Edited by Athene Reiss.  Published by West Oxford Community Association, Reg Charity No 304353 
and printed on recycled paper by Able Types (127 Botley Road, tel 244114). 


