WEST OXFORD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER NO 29, January 2008
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Ezps :;ggs:;cm Tels 1365 zﬂ.ma’ B On 8th December Eggs Eggsetera
v was struck by an arsonist. The shop
has been closed since due to
extensive damage to the building
and its equipment.

The shop is a highly valued community
resource, a place where local people
meet and talk, a notice board for local
events, and it has contributed in many
other ways over the years to
community projects and well being.
Before Christmas, the proprietors Joe
and Linda, made the extraordinary
gesture of selling Christmas trees to
local people. In a similar act of community-mindedness, they kept the shop open throughout the period of
the July floods, making special forays outside the exclusion zone in order to bring food into West Oxford.

Unfortunately, the insurers are not helping 'Eggs' reopen as quickly as they would like, and residents may
have to wait until the end of January before we have our local shop open again. Joe and Linda say that they
will take the opportunity to make further improvements to the shop. They are also very grateful for all of the
cards and notes of support left for them. Local people can help by noticing when it does reopen, and
remembering to shop at this vital community amenity. It is your custom that will help 'Eggs' recover.

Low Carbon West Oxford

Concerned about climate change? Want to connect with like-minded individuals in the community to make a
difference? Low Carbon West Oxford is an exciting new initiative set up by local residents to reduce our
carbon footprint individually and as a community. You can get involved to the extent and how you want.

So far local groups have been formed to work on renewable energy, traffic, food, waste reduction, and

an eco-library. Some of the ideas that people have suggested, or are already active on, include: car/bicycle
shares, traffic calming signs and car free days on Botley Road, setting up a micro hydro on Osney

weir and/or local wind turbines, local buying groups for solar panels (to reduce costs), group buying of locally
produced food, exploring setting up a local farmers market, campaigning to reduce the use of plastic bags in
local supermarkets/shops, sharing/testing energy saving devices through a local eco-library and virtual shed
(see jam jar library inside), bring and buy events etc. If you have practical ideas that you would like to put in
to action or want to find out what you can do, get in touch, we’'d love to hear from you.

We are asking people to volunteer as street reps to act as a point of contact with to share information and
ideas with neighbours interested in reducing their carbon footprint. Having a rep on every street would help
West Oxford to turn energy and vision into tangible results. There’s no need to be an expert - enthusiasm is
all that’s needed! If you would like to be a street representative, email Bob Summers on 721695 or e-mail
louiseandbob@googlemail.com. (Street representatives are still needed for: Abbey Rd, Arthur St, Barrett St,
Botley Rd, Bullstake Close, Cripley Rd, Doyley Rd, Earl St, East St, Ferry Hinksey Rd, Gibbs Crescent,
Helen Rd, Lamarsh Rd, Mill St, Millbank, North St, Osney Lane, Prestwich Place, Riverside Rd, Roger
Dudman Way, Russell St, South St, Venneit Close, Binsey Village)

For any other areas of interest or to receive occasional email updates please contact Sue Moore on 01865
426 969 or email holistic_wellbeing@yahoo.co.uk

We plan to hold a community wide event on March 9th at 4.00 pm at West Oxford Community
Centre to hear back from the working groups and discuss next steps, to which everyone is welcome.
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OXFORD FLOOD ALLIANCE ANNOUNCESITSLAUNCH

Interested residents groupsthroughout the area of West Oxford, Binsey, Botley Road, Osney
Island, Wolver cote, Wytham, South Hinksey and Abingdon Road announced the launch of
the Oxford Flood Alliance on 14 December 2007.

In July 2007, 160 propertiesin Oxford were flooded following a period of exceptionally heavy
rainfall. Many of those affected are still recovering from the impact of the floods and some are not
yet back in their homes. Thisisthe third time in seven years that many homes in Oxford have been
flooded and residents are becoming increasingly concerned about the lack of action on the part of
the authorities to protect them.

The Oxford Flood Alliance has been set up to represent the interests of Oxford residents at risk
from flooding. The aliance will lobby and work with the relevant public bodies and private sector
companies to agree and implement as soon as possible a flood risk reduction strategy in the Oxford
area. Where flooding cannot be prevented, the group will advise residents how to reduce the
damage and distressit causes.

Speaking on behalf of the group, Peter Rawcliffe of South Hinksey, Oxford said: ‘ Our intention is
to work pro-actively towards implementing projects, appropriate to each locality, to reduce risk and
which can be completed within two years. Where thisisimpractical we intend to work to help
fellow residents to minimise the cost and the misery of flooding, by encouraging flood-resilient
restoration, including stone or tiled floors and sumps and pumps. These can go along way to help.

Oxford Flood Alliance will be producing an overall plan for the area and will work to persuade the
various authorities to put thisinto effect.

Andy Webber of Earl Street, Oxford said: ‘Looking at local flood defence schemes which can be
put in place quickly and cheaply is the way forward’.

Richard Thurston, of Osney Island Residents' Association said: ‘ There are several bodies with
responsibility for different aspects of flooding; but they each have their role, procedures and
sometimes conflicting priorities. Conscious of limited available funding, we believe that a unified
and down to earth plan will help to direct these efforts and resources — to a common goal which can
be achieved quickly. We cannot afford to wait for the next flood before we get positive action on
the ground.’

Residentsin Oxford are forcibly reminded, unfortunately increasingly often, how great are the
forces of nature when the rivers overflow, flooding large areas of the city. Climate change seems
likely to increase the threat.

For further information contact R Thurston 723663; P Rawcliffe 735288; A Webber 725606.

e democracy The Central South and West Oxford Neighbourhood e-democracy

forum went live on 17 December 2007. The forum is open to anyone living or working in West
Oxford, the City Centre, Jericho or South Oxford. You can discuss anything at all: from 'Street
Trading in Cornmarket' to "Your Worst Christmas Present'...it's entirely up to forum members.

In January Forum organisers will arrange some ‘guest’ speakers to answer your questions
on flooding and the West End Development. Details still to be confirmed. If you want more
information email scobley@oxford.gov.uk or visit www.e-democracy.org/oxford to register.

West Oxford Community Centre Café

Open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 10am-2pm; Tuesdays: OAP Lunch Club.
The café can also cater your event at the Community Centre. For more information ring 245761.
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New Coffee Morning for older people

As you may know, there is a lunch for older people in West Oxford every Tuesday and
a bingo session every Friday evening. Several local people have suggested that it
would be a good idea to have another opportunity to get together, so we have decided
to hold a coffee morning every Thursday from about 10.30 am to 12 noon in the West
Oxford Community Centre Café. It will be an informal occasion and you are welcome
to drop in whenever you feel like it. However, we could invite visitors some weeks to
come and chat to us about things like local events and organisations or other matters
of interest, if people feel that this might be useful. Please let us know what you think.
The Coffee Mornings are aimed at people over 50. Transport can probably be
provided, if necessary. We hope that you will support this new event and look forward
to seeing you soon. For more information, please contact Councillor Susanna Pressel
on 554001 or at 7 Rawlinson Road, OX2 6UE or clirspressel@oxford.gov.uk.

Jam Jar Bank

As part of the Low Carbon WO Food Group's work, Sarah Dyer would like to set up a 'jam jar
bank' so that rather than recycling our jam jars we can reuse them. Sarah never has enough
jam jars when jam season comes around and ends up having to buy them! She was thinking
that if lots of local people can save their jam jars, then when someone needs one s/he can
collect some from the 'bank’'. Sarah has offered to store them in her garden shed and has set
up an email address jamjars.LCWO@googlemail.com so people can get in touch with her to
deliver/collect jars. Get rinsing, and contact Sarah to reuse those old jam jars of yours.

St Fri deswi de's Church, Botley Rd (Church of Engl and)

==y I1he main Sunday service at St Frideswide's is at

10. 30am every Sunday: Parish Mass, with traditional
hymms, a thought - provoki ng sernon, and Holy Communi on.
Al'l wel cone.

Fr Russell Dewhurst is very happy discuss banns,

weddi ngs, baptism christenings, or any other nmatter:
phone 242680 or enmil rdewhurst @mac.com

Speci al events for Lent

Ash Wednesday - 6 February at 7.30pm Sung Mass with | nposition of Ashes.
Lent Discussions - every Wdnesday from 13 Feb to 12 March inclusive: 7pm
in the WOCC café. A different speaker will |ead an hour's discussion over
cof fee each week. Subjects will include the church and poverty, inter-
faith matters, education, politics and nore. All welcone, cone to as
many or as few as you like. For nore details watch the notice boards and
http://ww. fridesw de. org. uk.

NEWS FROM ELIM CHURCH, BOTLEY ROAD

SUNDAY SERVICES ARE AT 10.30am

All are welcome to our lively and contemporary style services. A Sunday
School for 3-11 year olds runs during the service.

If we can be of service please contact us on Ox. 247746 or email
info@oxfordelim.com.

I West Oxford Academy
4+ © The West Oxford Acadeny is ready for a newterm Are you?

% Pl ease join us — everyone is very welcone (£1./session, or
E) £5. for all 8!). Each of the eight sessions consists of a
@ adem short talk foll owed by questions and an informal discussion

Qm L over a gl f w The at h ' I d, th
_ gl ass of wi ne. e atnosphere is rel axed, e
I . a4 discussion lively and it all lasts only an hour. This
..“’_ -, terms programe includes talks on The Thanes, nuseuns,
Ni et zsche and the Crystal Pal ace.

The first talk is on Tuesday 15 January at 8pmin the comunity centre café, and
the term goes on for 8 weeks.
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Central, South & West Area Committee (CSW) is a vital part of Oxford
City Council’'s decision-making process. Any member of the public can
attend the Committee and speak, (but you do need to check out the correct
procedures for doing so in advance, ed). Each meeting has an open
session where you can raise local issues. You can also comment on
PMgifg®,  agendaitems. The Committee is particularly interested to hear about local
P cvents and projects we may be able to help with.
OXFORD All meetings start at 5.30pm on the second Tuesday of the month. When
CITY needed, additional meetings are held on the second Wednesday in the
COUNCIL month to deal with planning applications. The next meetings are: 5 January:
St Barnabas School, Hart Street; 12 February: West Oxford Community
Centre, Botley Road; 11 March: St Matthew’s Parish Centre, Marlborough Road.

www.oxford.gov.uk

Volunteers are always welcome at West Oxford Community Centre. There is awide range of
potential for voluntary activity, ranging from practical things like decorating, even cleaning, to
working in the Café, supporting the administration of the organisation or running an activity. All
volunteers will receive an appropriate degree of training (usually talking the work through with
someone, but potentially also training opportunities like afood hygiene course).

WEST OXFORD DIARY

15 January (Tuesday) The Thames in WO - a literary tour. Mark Davies; WOCC Café at 8pm

22 January (Tuesday) Thoughts about museums. Martin Henig; WOCC Café at 8pm

29 January (Tuesday) Trading shares in Public Limited Companies. lan Burton; WOCC Café at 8pm

Look out for reopening of Eggs Eggseteral

5 February (Tuesday) Nietzsche - How to philosophize with a hammer. Hadrian Wise; WOCC Café at 8pm
6 February (Wednesday) Ash Wednesday Mass; St Frideswide's Church at 7.30pm

12 Feb (Tues) Vaccines: current state of affairs & evidence + & -. Quentin Sattentau; WOCC Café 8pm
12 February (Tuesday) Central, South and West Oxford Area Committee meeting at WOCC at 5.30pm

13 February (Wednesday) Lent Discussion; WOCC Café at 7pm

19 February (Tuesday) A history of social housing. Alison Mathias WOCC Café at 8pm

13 February (Wednesday) Lent Discussion; WOCC Café at 7pm

26 February (Tuesday) The 1911 Festival of Britain at the Crystal Palace. Ben Reiss. WOCC Café at 8pm
27 February (Wednesday) Lent Discussion; WOCC Café at 7pm

4 March (Tuesday) Birth of the blues. Bob Summers. WOCC Café at 8pm

5 March (Wednesday) Lent Discussion; WOCC Café at 7pm

9 March (Sunday) Lo Carbon West Oxford WOCC at 4pm

12 March (Wednesday) Lent Discussion; WOCC Café at 7pm

Please see details of prices, contacts, etc. inside the newsletter.

WOCA has policies concerning health and safety, equal opportunities, and the protection of children and
vulnerable adults. These can be found on www.woca.org.uk or can be obtained from the Centre Manager
(245761; woxford@oxford.gov.uk). Community Centre users must assure themselves that they are happy
with arrangements for any activity that they are participating in, particularly where they are responsible for a
child or vulnerable adult. If you have concerns, contact Richard Grant (245761, rgrant@oxford.gov.uk);
Athene Reiss (246060; athenereiss@hotmail.com) or Lois Muddiman (203550; lois@muddiman.plus.com).

For more information about Community Centre activities, e-mail woxford@oxford.gov.uk, see
www.woca.org.uk, or ring 245761, or stop by the Community Centre on the Botley Road.

Grants for community projects are available from the Community Association. Application forms
are available in the Centre office or on www.woca.org.uk. We WANT to support you, let us know
how we can help. The only absolute requirement is that grants must benefit local residents.
Committee Members: Lois Muddiman (chair), Julie Smith, Jim McMahon, Miranda Miller, Martin Rush,
Sioux Dellow, Athene Reiss, Stephen Stuart, Vicky Hirsch, Rebecca Huxley, lan King, Anna Pearson.

Contributions for the April issue of this newsletter can be left at the Community Centre (marked for the
attention of Athene Reiss) or e-mailed to newsletter@woca.org.uk by 15 March. If you would like local
information to appear on the Community Centre website, please send it to webmaster@woca.org.uk.

Edited by Athene Reiss. Published by West Oxford Community Association, Reg Charity No 304353
and printed on recycled paper by Able Types (127 Botley Road, tel 244114).
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